International Journal of Innovations in TESOL and Applied Linguistics

IJITAL

ISSN: 2454-6887 Vol. 6, Issue. 4; 2021
Frequency: Quarterly © 2021

Published by ASLA, AUH, India Impact Factor: 6.851

A Phonological Insight into Different Pronunciations of
English Letters Beginning with “H, I, J, and K"

Uttam Balu Koli

Research Scholar
Shivaji University, Kolhapur, Maharashtra, India

Received: Apr. 25, 2021 Accepted: May 21, 2021 Published: May 31, 2021

Abstract

The present research article is a phonological insight into different
pronunciations of English letters beginning with “H, I, J and K”. The same letters
/ group of same letters beginning with the letters “H, I, J and K” in different
English words, having different pronunciations, are eleven, one, six and six in
numbers respectively. Total twenty-four same letters / group of same letters have
been studied in the present research, elucidating with ninety-three examples
including English words and their phonetic transcriptions. The contents under
the headings of background of the study, hypothesis, objectives, sources of data
collection, significance of the study, limitations of the study, literature review,
research design, samples and sampling techniques, methods of data collection
and methods of data analysis have been discussed. The findings and discussion
of the present study will help the readers in developing the domination in the
select segment of illustration. The concluding part and the references have been
appended.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The present research article studies the twenty-four same letters / group of same
letters beginning with the letters “H, I, J and K” in different English words having
different pronunciations, i.e., ha, hae, hai, he, hea, hei, hi, ho, hou, hu, hy, i, ja,
je, jea, jo, jou, ju, ka, ke, ki, kni, kno and ku which have been presented with
examples including ninety-three English words and their phonetic
transcriptions. This study merely shows that though the letters or group of



letters in different English words are same, they are pronounced differently. Due
to this fact, the learners of English language have to know the pronunciation of
each English word specifically by referring the good English dictionaries. This
research is purely an attempt to make the learners of English language know few
such english letters having different pronunciations.

1.1 Hypothesis

There are same letters / group of same letters beginning with the letters “H, I, J
and K” in different English words having different pronunciations.

1.2 Objectives

e To provide the theoretical underpinning including background of the
study, hypothesis, sources of data collection, significance of the study,
limitations of the study, literature review and the research methodology.

e To enlist the same letters / group of same letters beginning with the letters
“H, I, J and K” in different English words having different pronunciations
with the examples including English words and their phonetic
transcriptions.

e To conclude by providing better outcome.

1.3 Significance of the Study

The present study is significant as it helps the readers in developing the
domination in the select segment of illustration vis-a-vis the same letters / group
of same letters beginning with the letters “H, I, J and K” in different English
words having different pronunciations.

1.4 Limitations of the Study

There are twenty-six letters in English language from ‘A’ to Z’ but in the present
study, only four letters are selected, i.e., “H, I, J and K”. To say more clearly, the
present study is limited merely to find out the same letters / group of same
letters beginning with the letters “H, I, J and K” in different English words having
different pronunciations with the presentation of examples including English
words and their phonetic transcriptions.



2. LITERATURE REVIEW

A lot of research has been undertaken on phonological insights into different
pronunciations of English letters till now. To name a few research articles are:
Spelling and Phonetic Inconsistencies in English: A Problem for Learners of English
as a Foreign/Second Language by Umera-Okeke, Nneka; Aspects of
Inconsistencies in the Phonology of English Language by Ahar, Msuega, et. al.;
English Spelling and Pronunciation-A Brief Study by Rao, V. Chandra; The
Relationship between Spelling and Pronunciation in English Language by Khansir,
A. A. & Tajeri Mojtaba; and Spelling and Pronunciation Errors in English Language
by Singh, Preeti. However, not a single research conforms the present research,
i.e., A Phonological Insight into Different Pronunciations of English Letters
Beginning with “H, I, J and K”. Therefore, the present research is a novel
research.

3. METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Design

In the present study, the Qualitative Research Design is used.

3.2 Samples and Sampling Techniques

The samples are the letters “H, I, J and K” beginning same letters / group of

same letters in different English words having different pronunciations and the
select sampling technique is Deliberate Sampling Method.

3.3 Methods of Data Collection

To attain the set objectives, the study used document analysis as a prime data
gathering tool by referring both online and offline artifacts like books,
dictionaries, research journals and internet.

3.4 Methods of Data Analysis

It encompasses mainly the qualitative analysis.



4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This section has been segmented into four sub-sections to respond to four

research questions as follows:

4.1 Findings and Discussion Regarding Letter ‘H’

The same letters / group of same letters, i.e., ‘ha’ in different English words like
Habitable, Habitual, Half, Hall, Halo and Hare have different pronunciations,
i.e., /hee/ (/ heebitebl/), /ho/ (/ha'bitfual/), /ha:/ (/haf/), /ho:/ (/hal/), /her/
(/ heilov/) and /hes/ (/hea(r)/). In similar tune with the above statement, the
eleven same letters / group of same letters beginning with the letter ‘H’ in
different English words, having different pronunciations, have been elucidated
in tabular form with examples including English words and their phonetic

transcriptions as follows:

Table-1. Letter ‘H’ and Details

Same Letters /
S.N. Group of Same
Letters

Different
Pronunciations

1  ha /hee/
/her/
/hee/
/ha:/
2 hae /hi:/
/he/
3  hai /hai/
/her/
/heas/
4  he /he/
/hu/
/ha/
/ha:/
/hia/
/hio/
/he/

Examples

English Words

Inhabitant
Inhale
Unhappy
Unharmed
Haemophiliac
Haemorrhage
Haiku

Hail

Hair

Heckle
Hegemony
Hello
Herbaceous
Hereafter
Inherent

Inherit

Phonetic
Transcriptions

/n’'haebitont/
/m’heil/
/an’heepi/
/an’ha:md/

/ hi:mo filisek /
/ "hemoarids/
/"haiku:/
/heil/
/hea(r)/

/ hekl/

/hr dsemoni/
/ha'lsu/
/hs:'beifss/

/ o’ a:fta(r)/
/in’'hierant/

/in'herrt/



5 hea /hi:/ Healer / 'hi:lo(r)/
/he/ Health /hel6/
/hio/ Hearing / hwrm/
/ha:/ Heart /ha:t/
/he/ Overheads / ouvohedz/
/his/ Overhear / .auva'hia(r)/
/he/ Unhealthy /an'helBi/
/hs:/ Unheard /an'hs:d/

6 hei /he/ Heifer / 'hefo(r)/
/ha/ Height /hart/
/ea/ Heir /ea(r)/

7 hi /hai/ Hibernate / haibonert/
/hi/ Hiccup / hukap/
/hi/ Prohibit /pro hibit/
/1/ Prohibition / . prour’bifn/

8 ho /ho/ Hob /hob/
/hou/ Homeopath / ' havmiopae8/
/ha/ Homologous /ha’'mplogos/
/ha/ Hound /haond/

9 hou /hav/ Hound /haovnd/
/ava/ Hour /ava(r)/

10 hu /ha/ Hub /hab/
/hju:/ Hubris / 'hju:bris/

11 hy /hai/ Hydrant / 'haidront/
/hi/ Hypocrisy /hi'pokrasi/

The above table shows that the ‘ha’, ‘hae’, ‘hai’, ‘he’, ‘hea’, ‘hei’, ‘hi’, ‘ho’, ‘hou’,
‘hu’ and ‘hy’ are the eleven same letters / group of same letters in different
English words, having different pronunciations and the examples including
English words and their phonetic transcriptions most appropriately approve the
same.



4.2 Findings and Discussion Regarding Letter ‘T’

The same letters / group of same letters, i.e., 9’ in different English words like
Idealism, Idiosyncrasy and Impasse have different pronunciations, i.e., /ai/
(/ar'di:oalizom/), /1/ (/ 1dis'sigkrssi/) and /ee/ (/'@empa:s/). The same in above
statement has been given in tabular form with examples including English words
and their phonetic transcriptions as follows:

Table-2. Letter ‘I’ and Details

Examples
S.N. 2:::::;:;;:;: l?:ii::;t:ations Phonetic
Letters English Words Transcriptions
1 i Jai/ Idealism /ar'dislizom/
/1/ Idiosyncrasy / .1dio’'smkrosi/
Jee/ Impasse / 'eempa:s/

In the above table, 9’ is the one same letter in different English words, having
different pronunciations and the given examples including English words and
their phonetic transcriptions validate the same.

4.3 Findings and Discussion Regarding Letter ‘J’

The same letters / group of same letters, i.e., ju’ in different English words like
Injured, Injurious, Jubilant and Judgement have different pronunciations, i.e.,
/d3s/ (/'mnd3ad/), /dzve/ (/m’'dsgvaries/), /dzu:/ (/'dzwbilent/) and /dza/
(/'dzadzmont/). In similar tune with the above statement, the six same letters /
group of same letters beginning with the letter J’ in different English words,
having different pronunciations, have been elucidated in tabular form with
examples including English words and their phonetic transcriptions as follows:

Table-3. Letter ‘J’ and Details

Same Letters / Examples

Different
S.N. Group of Same :
Pronunciations : Phonetic
Letters English Words Transcriptions
1 ja /dzee/ Jacaranda / .d3aeko’'reends/

/dza/ Jacuzzi /d3a ' ku:zi/



/dzet/ Jade /dzerd/

/dza:/ Jar /d3a:(r)/

2 je /dze/ Jellyfish / 'dzelifif/
/dz3:/ Jerk /d33:k/
/dz1/ Object / 'obdzikt/
/dze/ Object /ob'dzekt/
/dzt/ Subject / 'sabdzikt/
/dze/ Subject /sab’'dzekt/

3 jea /dze/ Jealous / 'dzelos/
/dzi:/ Jeans /d3inz/

4 jo /d3v/ Jolly /'d3pli/
/dzsu/ Jolt /d3ault/
/d3d/ Major / 'meid3a(r)/
/d3zp/ Majority /mo'd3proti/

5 jou /d3zu:/ Joule /dzu:l/
/dz3:/ Journal /'d33:nl/

6 ju /dzu/ Judicial /dzu'difl/
/dzua/ Jurisdiction / .dzovaris'dikfn/
/dzu/ Prejudice / 'predzudis/
/d3za/ Prejudiced / 'predzadist/

The examples including English words and their phonetic transcriptions in the
above table justify that the ja’, je’, jea’, §o’, jou’ and ju’ are the six same letters
/ group of same letters in different English words having different
pronunciations.

4.4 Findings and Discussion Regarding Letter ‘K’

The same letters / group of same letters, i.e., ka’ in different English words like
Kaleidoscope, Kangaroo and Kaolin have different pronunciations, i.e., /koa/
(/ka'laidsskoup/), /kee/ (/. kaengs'ru:/) and /kei/ (/'kemwlin/). In similar tune
with the aforementioned statement, the six same letters / group of same letters
beginning with the letter ‘K’ in different English words, having different
pronunciations, have been elucidated in tabular form with examples including
English words and their phonetic transcriptions as follows:



Table-4. Letter ‘K’ and Details

Examples
S-N. :i::fplfft;:ié gli'ii::;:l:ations Phonetic
Letters English Words Transcriptions

1 ka /ki/ Breakage / 'breikidsz/
/ka/ Breakaway / ‘bretkawei/

2 Ke /ke/ Kennel / 'kenl/
/ks:/ Kerb /k3:b/
/ka/ Marker / maka(r)/
/ki/ Market / makit/

3 Ki /ki/ Kilohertz / kilohs:ts/
/kai/ Kind /kamnd/

4 Kni /ni/ Knickers / 'mikoz/
/nai/ Knife /naif/

5 Kno /no/ Knot /not/
/na/ Know /nav/

6 Ku /kju:/ Kudos / 'kju:dos/
/ka/ Kung fu / Jean fu:/

As shown in the above table, ‘ka’, ‘ke’, ‘ki’, ‘kni’, ‘kno’ and ‘ku’ are the six same
letters / group of same letters in different English words having different
pronunciations and the given examples including English words and their
phonetic transcriptions appropriately suit the same.

5. CONCLUSION

In the present research, the twenty-four same letters / group of same letters in
different English words, i.e., ha, hae, hai, he, hea, hei, hi, ho, hou, hu, hy, i, ja,
je, jea, jo, jou, ju, ka, ke, ki, kni, kno and ku have been studied. It is undoubtedly
clear that they begin with the letters “H, I, J and K” and have different
pronunciations. The given ninety-three examples of English words and their
phonetic transcriptions most suitably help in testing the hypothesis and
achieving the objectives. In a nutshell, the present research gives a good
phonological insight into the different pronunciations of English letters
beginning with “H, I, J and K” which will help the readers in developing the
domination in the select segment of illustration.
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